
Mandalay National Wildlife Refuge
Mandalay National Wildlife Refuge,
established in 1996, is located in Terrebonne
Parish in southeast Louisiana. The 4,212 acre
refuge is composed of freshwater marsh and
cypress-tupelo swamp. The refuge provides
excellent habitat for waterfowl, wading
birds, and neotropical songbirds. The refuge
is open year round to the public from sunrise
to sunset. No night time use of the refuge is
allowed. Access is by boat only and foot
travel is extremely difficult due to the soft
marsh environment. Hunting is only
permitted on the refuge in specific areas,
under date and time restrictions. All open
hunting seasons are listed in this brochure.
Fishing is allowed on the refuge year round
except in areas closed to public access.

Hunting, fishing, and public use regulations
are designed to provide safe recreational
opportunities through wise use of renewable
wildlife resources. Hunting and fishing are
permitted in accordance with Federal
regulations governing public use on National
Wildlife Refuges as set forth in Title 50 of
The Code of Federal Regulations. Hunting
and fishing will be in accordance with
applicable State of Louisiana regulations
subject to the conditions stated below.

Refuge permits are not required for
activities described in this brochure except
for lottery waterfowl hunting. All visitors,
including hunters, fishermen, boaters,
birdwatchers, etc., are required to abide by
all terms and conditions in the refuge
hunting, fishing and public use brochure (this
document) as well as all other applicable
State of Louisiana and Federal regulations.

Hunters and anglers 16 years of age and
older are required to have a valid State of
Louisiana hunting and/or fishing license.

Brochures may be obtained by mail, at the
refuge headquarters, or from  the internet.
To help save tax dollars, hunters and anglers
are encouraged to retain and use the same
brochure throughout the entire season.

Deer and Hog  (Archery Only) hunting will
be conducted in accordance to the State of
Louisiana season dates. Bowhunters may

enter the hunting area no earlier than
4:00 am and may remain no later than one
hour after sunset.

All archery hunters must sign in and out at
designated check stations daily. All game
taken (including deer, hogs and nutria) on
the refuge must be checked daily at one of
the self-clearing check stations indicated on
the map within this brochure. Feral hogs
and nutria may be taken during the archery
hunt. State of Louisiana bag limits apply
unless otherwise specified within the most
current “Annual Bowhunter Regulations”
available at the refuge headquarters.

Bowhunters must possess proof of
completion of the International Bowhunters
Education Program. Each adult of age 21
years or older can supervise no more than
one youth of age 17 years or younger for
archery hunting.

Bows are permitted only during the State
of Louisiana archery season. State of
Louisiana regulations governing drug
tipped arrows, pods, broadhead size, etc.,
are applicable. Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries regulations
governing crossbow use will apply to refuge
hunters. No firearms are allowed on the
archery hunt.

Hunting from old stands erected in past
years or using old structures or camps is
strictly prohibited. Old structures and
stands are unsafe for any use.

Waterfowl (Youth and Adult Lottery Hunts)
are conducted during State of Louisiana
season dates but only on specifically
designated days. Waterfowl hunters should
refer to the most current Mandalay NWR’s
“Lottery Waterfowl Annual Hunt
Regulations” available at the refuge
headquarters.

All waterfowl hunters regardless of age
must possess a Hunter Safety Course
certificate. All hunters under 18 years of
age must be accompanied by an adult of age
21 years or older. Each adult can supervise
no more than two youths for the Lottery
Waterfowl hunt.

Waterfowl hunters must submit applications
for lottery permits by October 15th. Current
regulations are available at the refuge
headquarters.

All waterfowl taken on the refuge must be
checked daily at one of the self-clearing
check stations indicated on the map within
this brochure.

State of Louisiana creel limits apply. Fishing
is permitted during daylight hours only
(sunrise to sunset). Lines must be attended
at all times. Recreational crabbing is
allowed. Commercial fishing is not allowed.
The use of nets, traps, or unattended lines
(trot, jog, bush, etc) is not allowed.

Physically Challenged or Disabled Users
Physically challenged or disabled public
users are encouraged to consult refuge staff
for available options and alternatives that
may make their visit more enjoyable.

Public Use:
Fishing is open all year.

Recreational Boating is open all year.

Wildlife observation is open all year.

All access to Mandalay National Wildlife
Refuge is by boat only. There are no roads
leading to the refuge’s property. All boating
access is limited to existing canals, ditches,
and trenasses. No airboats or marsh buggies
are allowed on the refuge.

All State of Louisiana boating regulations
apply including, but not limited to, running
lights, registration, and personal floatation
devices. Boating regulations are strictly
enforced.

The following activities are prohibited on the
refuge.
The use or possession of alcoholic beverages
while hunting

Baiting or hunting over bait

Taking, collecting or disturbing any plant or
wildlife other than those specified by refuge
rules

Target shooting

Access to
Refuge

General
Regulations

Archery
Hunting

Permits

Use
Seasons

Waterfowl
Hunting

Fishing

No feeding wildlife, including alligators

No night time use of the refuge is allowed

No frogging

Climbing trees by driving nails, spikes or
other objects; using a tree that has existing
nails, spikes or permanent steps; or using
Climbing spikes

Using areas designated “Area Closed”.

Marking with flagging, paper, paint, trash,
etc...

Camping, building fires or overnight
anchoring

Cutting firewood or trimming vegetation

Searching for or removing any object of
antiquity including arrowheads and pottery
shards

Littering

Unrestrained Pets

Spot-lighting wildlife or using man-drives for
deer or hogs

Unregulated trapping

Fishing with use of jug, bush lines or trot
lines

Commercial fishing or crabbing

Louisiana’s black bears are protected! The
Louisiana black is listed as a threatened
species under the provisions of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973. It is
unlawful for anyone to take, harass, disturb,
etc. any Louisiana black bear. Criminal
penalty up to $50,000 and 1 year
imprisonment.

Entry permitted in accordance with refuge
regulations.

Area closed to all public entry. Exceptions
are stated on sign.
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M
an

da
la

y
N

at
io

na
l W

ild
lif

e 
Re

fu
ge

35
99

 B
ay

ou
 B

la
ck

 D
ri

ve
H

ou
m

a,
 L

ou
is

ia
na

 7
03

60
98

5/
85

3 
10

78
ht

tp
://

so
ut

he
as

t.f
w

s.
go

v/
m

an
da

la
y/

in
de

x.
ht

m
l

em
ai

l: 
m

an
da

la
y@

fw
s.

go
v

U
.S

. F
is

h 
&

 W
ild

lif
e 

Se
rv

ic
e

1 
80

0/
34

4 
W

IL
D

A
ug

us
t 2

00
2

Le
ge

nd

Re
fu

ge
 B

ou
nd

ar
y

Re
fu

ge
 H

ea
dq

ua
rte

rs

W
at

er
w

ay
s

Se
lf-

Cl
ea

rin
g 

Ch
ec

k 
St

at
io

n

Pl
ug

s

N

To
 H

ou
m

a

La
ke

 
Ha

tc
h

Ha
ns

on
Ca

na
l

Ca
nn

on
's

La
nd

in
g

M
in

or
's

Ca
na

l

Gu
lf 

In
tra

co
as

ta
l W

at
er

w
ay

Su
nr

ise
Ca

na
l

Am
y

Ca
na

l

No
rth

 
Tr

ap
pe

r 
Di

tc
h

Ja
y

Ca
na

l

Ea
st

 Tr
ap

pe
r D

itc
h

M
in

or
's

Ca
na

l

Ri
dg

e
Ca

na
l

Ho
g

Ca
na

l
Sp

ec
kle

Be
lly

Ca
na

l

St
ub

Ca
na

l

El
i C

an
al

Ya
k

Ca
na

l DU Ca
na

l Ba
rt

Ca
na

l

Te
al

Ca
na

l

Ha
tc

h
Ca

na
l

So
ut

h
Tr

ap
pe

r 
Di

tc
h

18
2

A
ct

iv
ity

Se
as

on
 D

at
es

Re
st

ri
ct

io
ns

Re
fu

ge
 P

er
m

it 
Re

qu
ir

em
en

ts

W
ild

lif
e 

O
bs

er
va

ti
on

Ye
ar

 R
ou

nd
O

pe
n 

in
 a

ll 
ar

ea
s 

no
t 

re
st

ri
ct

ed
 b

y
N

on
e

ga
te

s 
or

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

as
 “A

re
a 

C
lo

se
d”

R
ec

re
at

io
na

l F
is

hi
ng

Ye
ar

 R
ou

nd
O

pe
n 

in
 a

ll 
ar

ea
 n

ot
 r

es
tr

ic
te

d 
by

N
on

e
ga

te
s 

or
 d

es
ig

na
te

d 
as

 “A
re

a 
C

lo
se

d”

R
ec

re
at

io
na

l B
oa

ti
ng

Ye
ar

 r
ou

nd
O

pe
n 

in
 a

ll 
ar

ea
 n

ot
 r

es
tr

ic
te

d 
by

N
on

e
ga

te
s 

or
 d

es
ig

na
te

d 
as

 “A
re

a 
C

lo
se

d”

H
un

ti
ng

O
ct

ob
er

 - 
Ja

nu
ar

y
L

ot
te

ry
 W

at
er

fo
w

l  
an

d 
A

rc
he

ry
 d

ee
r

- D
ai

ly
 S

el
f C

le
ar

in
g 

Pe
rm

it
s

an
d 

ho
g 

S
ee

 A
nn

ua
l H

un
t 

R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

- L
ot

te
ry

 P
er

m
it

s 
fo

r 
w

at
er

fo
w

l


